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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication: filed on 24 August 2005 with an original 
application filed 7 December 2000. 

2. Claims 1-24 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1,11, and 15 are 
independent claims. Claims 1, 11, and 15, have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 24 August 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicants argument beginning on page 8, "In this description, no mention 
of the framework for network activation is described ... the Examiner has not made reference to 
or addressed in any way Applicants' "driver" and "plug-in device" components". The Office 
disagrees with arguments, according to applicants' specification pages 5-10 the terms "plug-in 
device" and "driver" are defined as the following: The driver device generally controls network 
activation and registration procedures for the computer and is made up of hardware and software. 
The "plug-in device" is the software (API), which can be tailored to a specific service provider. 
The Office argues that these are shown within the reference, 

for the "driver" see col. 5, line 65 through col. 6, line 14 "The portable computing device 
(PCD) 1 10 may have a wireless communication device, e.g. a wireless Ethernet card, for 
communicating with a wireless access point 120. The portable computing device 1 10 may be 
any of various types of devices, including . . . The PCD may include various wireless or wired 
communication devices, such as a wireless Ethernet card, paging logic, RF communication logic, 
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wired Ethernet card, a modem, a DSL device, and ISDN device, an ATM device, a parallel or 
serial port bus interface, or other typed of communication device". 

The "plug-in device" is part of the information stored in the memory-module that 
includes ID information, software, access procedures, see col. 9, lines 12-15 "The memory 
medium in one or more of the above systems thus may store a software program or data for 
performing or enabling roaming or selective network resource access within a network system" 
as well as col. 6, lines 15-18 "The PCD 1 10 preferable includes a memory medium which stores 
identification information indicating a network provider to which the user has subscribed". 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

. (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 

in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stewart et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,732,176 (hereinafter '176). 

As to independent claim 1, "A method in a computer of handling network 
activation, the method comprising:" is taught in '176 col. 7, lines 46-59; 

"receiving a at a plug-in device a command from a driver to initiate network 
activation procedures with a selected carrier" is shown in '176 col. 8, lines 35-67; 
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"wherein said driver is generic to various carriers" is disclosed in ' 176 col. 5, line 65 
through col. 6, line 4; 

"and said plug-in device includes components that are tailored to said selected 
carrier" is taught in ' 176 col. 6, lines 15-28; 

"determining at the plug-in device a network activation status of the computer; 
sending, by the plug-in device, a request to a device having network carrier activation 
information; receiving, at the plug-in device, the network carrier activation information 
from the device" is shown in ' 176 col. 2, lines 21-59; 

"and configuring the computer with the network carrier activation information in 
order to establish network activation with the carrier" is shown in £ 176 col. 10, lines 16-24. 

As to dependent claim 2, "wherein the received command includes a launch code to 
initiate a particular network carrier activation procedure" is disclosed in '176 col. 8, 
lines 44-67. 

As to dependent claim 3, "wherein the device having network carrier activation 
information is a single in-line memory module (SIMM) card configured to be compatible 
with the carrier" is taught in '176 col. 6, lines 45-67. 

As to dependent claim 4, "wherein the step of determining a network carrier 
activation status comprises determining if the computer has a current single in-line 
memory module (SIMM) card that is compatible with the carrier" is shown in ' 176 col. 7, 
lines 24-54 and col. 8, lines 50-58. 

As to dependent claim 5, "wherein the step of determining a network carrier 
activation status further comprises: determining if the computer was previously network 
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activated with a previous single in-line memory module (SIMM) card; and determining if 
the previous SIMM card is the current SIMM card" is disclosed in '176 col. 10, lines 37-52 
and col. 11, lines 54-65. 

As to dependent claim 6, "wherein the step of determining a network carrier 
activation status comprises: receiving an activation security key from a user of the 
computer; and determining if the activation security key is valid for the carrier" is taught in 
'176 col. 11, lines 54-65. 

As to dependent claim 7, "wherein the device having the network carrier activation 
information" is shown in col. 8, lines 35-43; 

"is a server of the carrier " is disclosed in col. 8, lines 9-14. 

As to dependent claim 8, "wherein the step: sending and receiving are carried out in 
a protocol specific to the carrier" is taught in col. 7, lines 24-34. 

As to dependent claim 9, "wherein the network carrier activation information that 
is received includes an access number that allows the computer to access network services 
of the carrier" is shown in col. 2, lines 31-41. 

As to dependent claim 10, "wherein the step of configuring the computer comprises" 
is disclosed in ' 176 col. 1 1 , line 66 thought col. 12, line 10 

"storing an access number that allows the computer to access network services of 
the carrier" is shown in '176 col. 12, lines 64-67. 

As to independent claim 11, "A plug-in device configured to be operable in a generic 
activation framework" is taught in '176 col. 6, line 45-59; 
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"the plug-in device comprising: an application program interface (API) tailored to a 
particular carrier, wherein the API is configured to receive a network carrier activation 
command from a generic driver device in a computer that is generic to various carriers" is 

shown in : 176 col. 8, lines 35-67. 

As to dependent claim 12, this claim is substantially similar to claim 2 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 13, this claim is substantially similar to claim 6 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 14, this claim is substantially similar to claim 4 above and is 
rejected along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 15, this claim is directed to the computer-readable medium of 
the method of claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claims 16-24, these claims are substantially similar to claims 2-10 
above and are rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3842. The examiner can normally be reached from 6:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A Morse can be reached on (571) 272-3838. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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